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SUBJ: REEUGEE SITUATION IN THAILAND 

1. THE DEAN OE THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS (SWISS) INVITED THE 
AMBASSADORS OR CHARGES OE SWEDEN, DENMARK, FRANCE, ITALY, 
GERMANY, NETHERLANDS, CANADA, AUSTRIA AND USA TO A MEETING 
TODAY ON THE SUBJECT OF THE REEUGEE SITUATION IN THAI!, AND. 
THE DEAN SAID HE HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH LONMIN CHATCHAI 
ALTER THE LATTER'S RETURN EROM GENEVA AND HE REPORTED 
THAT CHATCHAI HAD HELD VERY SATISEACTORY MEETINGS WITH 
THE UNHCR AND ICRC IN GENEVA AT WHICH IT HAD BEEN AGREED 
THAT BOTH ORGANIZATIONS COULD PLAY A USEFUL ROLE IN 
PROVIDING TEMPORARY RET IFF FOR REFUGEES OR DISPLACED PER- 
SONS IN THAILAND. THE DEAN SAID THAT HE THOUGHT THE 
COUNTRIES REPRESENTED HAD AN INTEREST IN REEUGEE AEEAIRS 
AND THAT A DISCUSSION OE THE PLIGHT OF REFUGEES IN 

THIS COUNTRY MIGHT BE HELPFUL TO ALL CONCERNED. 

2. IN THE COURSE OE THE DISCUSSION WHICH EOLLOWED, 

A CONSENSUS EMERGED ON THE EOLLOWING THEMES: 
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A. THAT THE SITUATION IN THE CAMPS WAS SUEEICIENTLY 
GRAVE AS TO WARRANT A SERIOUS EFEORT TO SUPPLEMENT THE 
THAI PROGRAM. ALL PRESENT AGREED THAT THE PRESENT RATION 
WAS INADEQUATE AND HEALTH CARE WAS ALMOST NON-EXISTENT. 

B. THAT THAI SENSITIVITIES WERE SUCH THAT INTER- 
NATIONAL ASSISTANCE IN THE LONG RUN WOULD HAVE TO BE 
HANDLED THROUGH AN INTERNATIONAL BODY. 

C. THAT THE PRESENT POLICY AND STALE OE THE 
UNHCR WERE TOTALLY INADEQUATE TO THE SCOPE OF THE 
PROBLEM. THE UNHCR APPEARS TO BE ABSORBED IN ARRANG- 
ING THE REPATRIATION OF A HANDFUL OF REFUGEES BUT HAS 
TAKEN NO INTEREST IN THE WELEARE OE IN-CAMP AND OUT- 
OP-CAMP REPUGEES. THE GROUP WAS REGALED BY ANECDOTES 
REGARDING THE LAZINESS AND INCOMPETENCE OP MR. USAMAH 
KADRY, THE PRESENT UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE. 

D. THAT THE REPORTED PROPOSAL OP THE UNHCR TO 
CONDUCT SURVEYS IN THE NEAR PUTURE WAS AN ABSOLUTE 
WASTE OP TIME AS ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION WAS 
ALREADY AVAILABLE AND THAT THE UNHCR'S PIRST STEP 
SHOULD BE TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS POR POOD SUPPLEMENTS 
AND MEDICAL CARE. SOME AMBASSADORS DECRIED THE LIKELI- 
HOOD OF THE UNHCR BEING CAPABLE OP DOING AN EFPECTIVE JOB 
AND TENDED TO URGE THAT THE ICRC BE GIVEN THE MANDATE. 
ALTHOUGH POOD IS NOT NORMALLY HANDLED BY THE ICRC, DRIED 
MILK AND OTHER POOD SUPPLEMENTS COULD BE DELIVERED ON 
"MEDICAL" GROUNDS. 

F. THAT CURRENT AND FORESEEABLE CONDITIONS IN THE 
CAMPS MADE IT DESIRABLE POR A PROGRAM TO BE UNDERTAKEN 
WITHOUT DELAY. THE FLEXIBILITY AND INITIATIVE OP PRIVATE 
ORGANIZATIONS WERE STRESSED AND SOME SUGGESTED THAT AN 
IMMEDIATE SHORT RANGE PROGRAM BE UNDERTAKEN WITH THE 
HELP OF VOLAGS WHILE THE UNHCR OR THE ICRC WAS PULLING ITSELF 
TOGETHER. 

3. ALL THE AMBASSADORS PRESENT HAD DIPPERENT STATISTICS 
REGARDING THE REPUGEE SITUATION AND THEY ASKED THAT THE 
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U.S. COORDINATE FACTS ON THE SITUATION. I AGREED THAT 
WE WOULD CIRCULATE OUR STATISTICS TO THE AMBASSADORS. 

4. THE CANADIAN CHARGE NOTED THAT CANADA HAD ALREADY 
MADE A VERY SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE UNHCR 
AND HE EMPHASIZED THAT HE WAS URGING OTTAWA TO ENJOIN 
UNHCR TO START SPENDING THIS MONEY ON RELIEF HERE. 
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5. IT APPEARS PROBABLE THAT ALL THE AMBASSADORS 
PRESENT WILL REPORT ON THIS MEETING TO THEIR GOVERN- 
MENTS AND THAT VARIOUS DEMARCHES WILL BE MADE IN GENEVA 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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